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Two Sigma Alpha Iota Sisters Receive Sword of Honor Award 
 

Meredith Guzman and Meaghan McElroy, both senior vocalists at James Madison 

University, have received the Sword of Honor award from the Gamma Iota chapter of Sigma 

Alpha Iota. 

The award is given annually to two graduating seniors of SAI who show commitment to 

and are enthusiastic about the women’s music fraternity. Guzman and McElroy were voted upon 

by the rest of the sisterhood to receive this award because of their dedication to the musical 

sisterhood. 

Both sisters held executive positions in the organization for multiple years. Guzman was 

Vice President of Ritual from 2007-2009. Guzman was also the choir director of the Clover Hill 

United Methodist Church. McElroy was the president of SAI this year and sergeant-at-arms 

2007-2008. Both sisters were in the JMU Chorale and McElroy was the treasurer of it in 2008.  

The sisters received their honors during an open ritual specifically for awarding the 

Sword of Honor. The ritual was held 9 p.m. April 19 in the JMU music building. 

Sigma Alpha Iota is an international music fraternity for women that was founded on 

June 12, 1903 at the University School of Music in Ann Arbor, Michigan. The SAI chapter of 

JMU, Gamma Iota, was founded December 12, 1958. The Gamma Iota chapter currently has 33 

active sisters who participate in recitals, promote women in music and service the community 

through music. 
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 “This organization has given me so much socially, emotionally, and professionally that 

I am happy to serve the organization,” said McElroy. “I'm grateful to have these ladies in my life 

and I'm more than honored that they felt that I deserved this award.” 

 “I was surprised to get it,” said Guzman. “I am happy to see that work behind the 

scenes was recognized.” 
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